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PANEL SESSION 2: 
Leveraging Diaspora Finance 

for Inclusive Growth/From Remittances to 
Investment

685-34100 https://cbs.gov.ws centralbank@cbs.gov.ws

Remittances into Samoa: Characteristics and Trends

WHERE ARE REMITTANCES 
COMING FROM?
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Remittances by Country
(in Tala Millions) 

Others Australia NZ USA

$902m

$394m

$303m

WHO ARE RECEIVING THE FUNDS?

Churches & charitable organizationsIndividuals and Families Hand-carried cash

6%85% 5%
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Remittances by Recipients
(in Tala millions)

Individuals and Fanilies Churches and charitable org Hand-Carried cash Others

$902m

$394m

$303m

CASH
1.BANKS

2.MTOs

80.1%

CHANNELS OF REMITTANCES

MOBILE 
MONEY

CARDS

19.9%



04/12/2025

4

12.62
11.79

8.27

12.83

9.04

6.38

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0

14.0

2.0

4.0

6.0

8.0

10.0

12.0

14.0

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025*

Cost of Sending Money to Samoa
by Country (% of Total Funds)

Average Cost of Sending NZD$200

Average Cost of Sending AUD$200
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Further Breakdown of Cost of Sending funds
(By channel by TT vs Electronic transfers)

MTOs - Traditional MTOs - Electronic Transfers Commercial Banks Electronic Transfers Commercial Banks TT

16.79%

0.99%

1.66%
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